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Promoting ecolabels 
through procurement



• The Nordic Swan Ecolabel – the official ecolabel in the Nordics

• The EU Ecolabel – the official ecolabel in EU

• Ecolabelling Denmark

Tasks
• Handling Ecolabel applications 
• Monitoring and observing the market
• Marketing and guidance on the ecolabels
• Participation in development of criteria in the Nordics and 

internationally



Ecolabelling Denmark's green procurement initiatives

https://www.ecolabel.dk/da/indkoebere


Network for Sustainable Procurement 

• Network of companies working with green procurement, which often 
represents a major part of the companies’ environmental impact

• Ecolabelling Denmark uses the network to help members find 
companies with ecolabelled products/services

• Boosting demand for ecolabelled products and services within the 
members’ indirect procurement activities will make it easier for the 
members to achieve their own environmental targets

https://www.ecolabel.dk/da/indkoebere/indkoebernetvaerket


The annual reporting covers
• Hotel and conference

• Cleaning services

• Canteens

• Computers (to be changed)

• Furniture

• Office Machines

• Office supplies

• Printed matter

• Textiles

• Laundry service

Network for Sustainable Procurement 



Public procurement and ecolabels – history timeline

https://www.ecolabel.dk/%7E/media/Ecolabel/Files/Indkoebere-private-og-offentlige/Vaerktoejskasse-til-offentlige-indkoebere/Vejledning-om-brug-af-miljoemaerker-i-udbud.ashx


The City of Copenhagen and ecolabels

https://www.kk.dk/sites/default/files/edoc/Attachments/21529896-29354162-1.pdf


Policy for Ecolabelled Procurement in the City of 
Copenhagen

https://www.ecolabel.dk/en/why-choose-ecolabelling/green-public-procurement
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 A steering committee across sectors and industries

 Working groups with representatives of purchasers, suppliers, 
consultants, NGO’s and trade associations etc.

 Members (> 1100) – free of charge

 Secretariat (The Danish EPA)

 Funded by the Ministry of Environment and Food

Works to promote sustainable procurement through 
knowledge sharing, networking, communication and visibility



→ Transportation

→ Construction

→ Food

→ Cleaning

→ Total Cost of Ownership

→ Resource efficiency and 
circular economy

→ Circular economy

→ Documentation of environmental
requirements

→ Market Dialogue

→ Market dialogue and innovation

→ Green areas maintenance

→ Food

→ Sustainable Development Goals

→ Plastic

http://www.google.dk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=8y5heNldt9791M&tbnid=9UAvdR_dlPNQGM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.termovel.dk/&ei=BZdAUa3vLMWjPc-3gMAB&bvm=bv.43287494,d.ZWU&psig=AFQjCNHE_-GU2Io4guKbqb7AwFh3KzM3Eg&ust=1363273731769829
http://www.google.dk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=aH1Pblj2uo7EaM&tbnid=pZ9btFD_92dYsM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.dreamstime.com/stock-images-iceberg-image23503494&ei=XB4eUc6RJ7H24QTIpYCQBg&psig=AFQjCNFlPGzxdFh1IfMyeGI8RNsgllIDEA&ust=1361014571611997


The Partnership for Green Public Procurement

The partnership has 22 members and 
represents approximately 20 % of the total 
public procurement volume in Denmark

The Partnership is voluntary and free of 
charge - but binding

Commitments

 Green procurement policy 

 Follow specific green procurement goals

 Implement green elements in  the 
procurement 



Events

Homepage

Newsletter

LinkedIn



The Responsible Buyer – web portal

Webpage with GPP criteria   
and guidance within 18 
product categories

 EU GPP criteria and national 
guides

Usable directly in tender 
material

www.csr-indkob.dk

http://www.csr-indkob.dk/


Government strategy for Green Public Procurement

16

• The Danish government has launched a strategy for 
green procurement

• The strategy sets goals for ecolabelled procurement 
and for the use of TCO calculators

• By 2030, all government procurement must - where 
possible - be certified with the Nordic Swan Ecolabel 
or the EU Ecolabel

• It will be mandatory to use total cost (TCO) in 
government procurement,

• Status: the strategy is to be negotiated in the Danish 
parliament

Footer



Plan for ecolabelled procurement

• 4 areas have been 
selected where the state 
starts by buying eco-
labeled products:
• Paper towels, toilet paper
• detergents
• copy paper and printed 

matter
• soap and hygiene 

products
• The list of areas will 

expand year by year



TCO Tool and Guidance

• Introduction to TCO tools
• Computers:

- Computers TCO tools and Computers guidance
• Self-serving machines:

- Self-serving machines TCO tools and Self-serving machines guidance
• Bulbs and lighting systems:

- Bulbs and lighting systems TCO tools and Bulbs and lighting systems guidance
• Office IT equipment:

- Office IT equipment TCO tools and Office IT equipment guidance
• Refrigerators and freezers:

- Refrigerators and freezers TCO tools and Refrigerators and freezers guidance
• Bidet toilet seats:

- Bidet toilet seats TCO tools and Bidet toilet seats guidance

https://mst.dk/media/133146/danish_epa_intro_tco_tool_guide.pdf
https://mst.dk/media/133148/danish_epa_tco_tool_computers.xlsm
https://mst.dk/media/133147/danish_epa_tco_guide_computers.pdf
https://mst.dk/media/94899/miljoeministeriet_vaerktoej_tco_selvbetjeningsmaskiner_final_til-layout.xlsx
https://mst.dk/media/94900/miljoeministeriet_vejledning_tco_15012015_betjeningsmaskiner_uk_korr.pdf
https://mst.dk/media/94901/miljoeministeriet_vaerktoej_tco_belysning_final_til-layout.xlsx
https://mst.dk/media/94902/miljoeministeriet_vejlednning_tco_15012015_belysning_uk_korr.pdf
https://mst.dk/media/94903/miljoeministeriet_vaerktoej_tco_kontor-it_final_til-layout.xlsx
https://mst.dk/media/94904/miljoeministeriet_vejlednning_tco_15012015_kontor_it_uk_korr.pdf
https://mst.dk/media/94905/miljoeministeriet_vaerktoej_tco_koele-fryseskabe_final_til-layout.xlsx
https://mst.dk/media/94906/miljoeministeriet_vejlednning_tco_15012015_koeleskabe_uk_korr.pdf
https://mst.dk/media/94907/miljoeministeriet_vaerktoej_tco_skylletoiletter_final_til-layout.xlsx
https://mst.dk/media/94908/miljoeministeriet_vejledning_tco_15012015_skylletoiletter_uk_korr.pdf


Thank you!
Visit us at
www.ecolabel.dk
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